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Synopsis

The human brain is behind everything you do. From taking your first step to creating the computer,
this vital organ gives humans the ability to learn and adapt to an ever-changing world. Learn all

about your amazing, versatile brain with award-winning science writer Seymour Simon.
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Customer Reviews

Excellent health/well being book with a great step by step introduction to the brain, its parts, how it
works and the memory. The pictures are the best part. Contains excellent color illustrations and will
be of interest to students from the 4th grade through the 9th grade. It's also a recommended read

for the teachers.

This book is NOT suitable for ages 4-8. There may be only 32 pages, but half of them are
completely filled with text, explaining cerebellum and neurons and synapses and dendrites, oh my!
It's just way over the head of most in the 4- to 8-year-old set, and | do read advanced books to my
children. My 6-year-old gleaned some stuff from it, but it was way too technical really for her. My
8-year-old is at the beginning of the range that can really handle it, but he reads at a 6th grade level,

so he’s probably not representative of his age. I'd say 4th to 8th grade level is probably a fair range,



maybe some advanced 2nd and 3rd graders. It doesn’t talk down, so it'd provide a suitable broad
overview above that range as well.A lot of terms are defined. And that you go on to define more
terms using those terms. It's rather technical and dry. | think this could have been made more
engaging with more comparisons to illustrate how a neuron or dendrite works, more diagrams, etc.
It's fine as a technical treatise, but it's not a book to really deal with in one setting, way too much
crammed into too little space. There are full-page pictures every other page, which are usually one
more view of a brain using imaging machinery (CT scan, etc). If | read it again, I'd break it up into
several days’ worth of reading, stopping to provide my own illustrations, etc. For the 4th-8th *grade*
set, it's an okay, but not great book. Do not even think of buying this for children ages 4 to 8 as the

suggested age range suggests.

Its a kids book, but not a fairy tale. | think that with this Smithsonian series there will be technical
terms a child, and even unfamiliar adults, will be stopped by. At the same time, with repeated
exposure to such terms, | feel the child can get it. My daughter has this set and when | bought it we
understood there would be a new learning curve for her, this is exactly why we bought it. Introducing
topics in neuroscience will challenge most readers without a background within, especially a child
developing litaracy skills - but | think its worth the effort. To support this goal | felt the images were
excellent and make revisiting the pages easy.If you are keen on fostering a sense of curiosity and a
scientific mind within a child, the decision is a no-brainer, buy them. And for keen adults - fun to look

at as we attempt to help our children grow.

The booklet is designed for teens, but is enjoyable and educational for adults too. The information is
accurate and is beautifully illustrated. | am looking forward to purchasing other Smithsonian booklets

on the human body.
This is a very good introduction to the brain and its functions. The book has numerous high quality
photos of the brain, CT/MRI,spinal cord/nerves and more. Neuroscience is made fun for both kids

and adults!

The Brain is a well-written and beautifully illustrated book for upper elementary students. It was a

resource for our study of the brain and nervous system.

It was very interesting and for children interested in how we thing and feel it had a good explanation



at their level.

The brain book was excellent | used it in a presentation that | did, last week. | am also using the
picture for a up coming PowerPoint presentation in the weeks to come.Thanks
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